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Questions for Nechemia Perek ’n:

1. The topic of chapter 5, helping the poor, deviates from the central topic of the
book until now, which is building the walls of Jerusalem. How does the new topic
help us to better understand the character of Nechemiah as a person and as a
leader? Pay particular attention to the pesukim that describe his feelings and
thoughts (for example, pesukim 6 and 7).

2. How did Nechemiah convince the wealthy to cancel the debts of the poor? What
strategies did he use?

3. “Our sons and daughters are rabim” (pasuk 2). Some say the word rabim means
numerous, that they had numerous children, and others say that the
word rabim comes from the word ribit, interest, meaning that the poor were
compelled to hand over their children to their debtors as servants due to
interest. Which meaning seems more correct to you according to the context?

4. Inthe Gemara (Sanhedrin 93b) we find Sages who criticize Nechemiah either
because he took credit for himself or because he spoke ill of his predecessors.
The criticisms are based on our chapter. Which pesukim are they talking about?
Is there a way to read these pesukim that protects Nechemiah from such

criticism?
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We would like to thank Rabbi Mark Smilowitz for preparing this week’s questions.
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Unfortunately, | was unable to find articles for this Perek
Questions — 1¥Y MHNY

https://www.yeshiva.org.il/test/test.asp?id=449

https://www.yeshiva.org.il/test/test.asp?id=643

Shiurim — o"y'vY

https://outorah.org/p/3341

Refuah Shleima — nHnYw nNI9Y
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This section will contain names of 0. Please send an email no later than Tuesday
to Yehoshua.Blank@gmail.com, to add a name to that week’s shiur.
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